
Looking for a Miracle: Weeping Icons, Relics, 
Stigmata, Visions & Healing Cures: Weeping 
Icons, Relics, Stigmata, Visions and Healing 

Cures
 Free Book Online

 Joe Nickell

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eamo/OPMw/vxNWE/Looking-for-a-Miracle-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eamo/OPMw/vxNWE/Looking-for-a-Miracle-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eamo/OPMw/vxNWE/Looking-for-a-Miracle-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eamo/OPMw/vxNWE/Looking-for-a-Miracle-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eamo/OPMw/vxNWE/Looking-for-a-Miracle-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eamo/OPMw/vxNWE/Looking-for-a-Miracle-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eamo/OPMw/vxNWE/Looking-for-a-Miracle-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures


The willingness of people to believe in magical icons, mystical relics, and miraculous pictures

(like the Image of Guadalupe) is almost as curious as these phenomena themselves. Though

they cry out for scientific investigation, millions of people blindly accept them as fact.Historical

and paranormal investigator Joe Nickell confronts such strange events, powers, and objects as

the Shroud of Turin, bleeding or weeping statues, burning handprints, liquefying blood, ecstatic

visions, miraculous cures, and people speaking in tongues in Looking for a Miracle. Departing

from standard critiques of religion, Nickell carefully investigates the evidence relating to specific

claims.Religious believers and rationalists alike have much to learn from this revealing

examination of the evidence for the miraculous.

From Publishers WeeklyNickell, a thoroughgoing skeptic, debunks Christian and non-Christian

miracles alike, as well as alleged paranormal phenomena in this colorful probe. He attributes

reports of weeping icons, bleeding effigies and the image of Jesus on the Shroud of Turin to

faulty perception or recall, bias, hoaxing and the will to believe. He explains stigmata (the

spontaneous duplication of Christ's crucifixion wounds upon the body of a Christian) as due to

hoaxes, self-punishment or self-inflicted wounds. Nickell ( Mysterious Realms ) finds no

compelling evidence for alleged cures at the French shrine of Lourdes, or for saintly halos,

human auras, self-levitation or Pentecostal powers like speaking in tongues and faith healing.

He gives flunking grades to Nostradamus, Jeane Dixon and Elizabeth Clare Prophet for their

presumed clairvoyant abilities. A useful if one-sided cautionary survey. Author tour.Copyright

1993 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.From Library

JournalNickell's career investigating paranormal phenomena produced the earlier Inquest into

the Shroud of Turin ( LJ 3/1/83) and Mysterious Realms ( LJ 12/92). His efforts include creating

a process that he claims replicates the image on the shroud. His broad search, emphasizing

fraud and unreasonable credulity, uncovers no credible miracles. He documents his sources

extensively, though he mistakenly calls the Anglican writer C.S. Lewis a Roman Catholic and

equates the Trinitarian Holy Spirit with paranormal spirits. His arguments, although not

attacking the core tenets of the Christian faith, virtually bludgeon the beliefs of those not

sharing his skepticism. For general readers.- Richard S. Watts, San Bernardino Cty. Lib.,

Cal.Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the hardcover

edition.From the Back CoverDo miracles really happen? What is the evidence for paranormal

phenomena that demonstrate divine power, and what alternative explanations can be offered

for such apparently miraculous occurrences? How does the earnest inquirer assess the

conflicting evidence and reach a conclusion? These and related questions are answered in this

illuminating examination of miracle claims by respected historical, paranormal, and forensic

investigator Joe Nickell. Not a critique of religion but rather a careful examination of the

evidence relating to specific claims of the miraculous, Looking for a Miracle investigates a

panoply of strange events, powers, and objects that are at the center of the controversy

between so-called miraculists and confirmed skeptics. Among the phenomena studied are

"Miraculous Pictures", like the Shroud of Turin, the Edessan Image, and the Image of

Guadalupe; seemingly "Magical Icons", such as weeping, bleeding, and otherwise animated

paintings and statues; "Mystical Relics", including "burning handprints", the liquefying blood of

St. Januarius, and ostensibly "incorruptible" corpses of saints; "Pentecostal Powers", such as



speaking in tongues, the gift of prophecy, taking up serpents, and other powers and

immunities; "Faith Healing", including the reported miracle cures at Lourdes and the practices

of evangelists, Christian Scientists, and "psychic surgeons"; "Ecstatic Visions", like the

apparitions of the Virgin Mary at Fatima and Medjugorje; and such "Sanctified Powers" as

luminosity, levitation, bilocation, stigmata, inedia (the going without food); and the ability to

produce objects out of thin air. Looking for a Miracle is a wide-ranging investigative study of

acontroversial topic that has all too often been approached either with excessive credulity or a

dismissive attitude. Religious believers and rationalist thinkers alike have much to learn from

this revealing examination of the evidence for the miraculous. --This text refers to the hardcover

edition.About the AuthorJoe Nickell has been called "the modern Sherlock Holmes" and "the

real-life Scully" (from the X-Files). He has been on the trail of mysterious creatures and

phenomena for four decades. Since 1995 he has been the world’s only full-time, professional,

science-based paranormal investigator. His careful, often-innovative investigations have won

him international respect in a field charged with controversy. He is the author of numerous

books, including most recently Tracking the Man Beasts; Real or Fake? Studies in

Authentication; and Adventures in Paranormal Investigation. Among his other books are

Psychic Sleuths, Looking for a Miracle, and Secrets of the Supernatural. See

www.joenickell.com for more. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.Read more

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eamo/OPMw/vxNWE/Looking-for-a-Miracle-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures-Weeping-Icons-Relics-Stigmata-Visions-and-Healing-Cures


Looking for a Lululemon, Looking for a Lowes

Entities: Angels, Spirits, Demons, and Other Alien Beings, Secrets of the Sideshows, The

Gnostic Gospels (Modern Library 100 Best Nonfiction Books), Jesus Before the Gospels: How

the Earliest Christians Remembered, Changed, and Invented Their Stories of the Savior, Jesus

from Outer Space: What the Earliest Christians Really Believed about Christ, Jesus:

Apocalyptic Prophet of the New Millennium

Steven H Propp, “THE FAMED SKEPTICAL INVESTIGATOR LOOKS AT RELIGIOUS

MIRACLES. Joe Nickell (born 1944) is a prominent American skeptical investigator of the

paranormal, as well as Senior Research Fellow for the Committee for Skeptical Inquiry (CSI)

and writes regularly for their journal, the Skeptical Inquirer. He is also an associate dean of the

Center for Inquiry Institute. He is the author or editor of numerous books such as 

  

Lake Monster Mysteries: Investigating the World's Most Elusive Creatures

  

  

    ,

  

Tracking the Man-beasts: Sasquatch, Vampires, Zombies, and More

  

  

, ‘Inquest on the Shroud of Turin,’ etc.He wrote in the Introduction to this 1993 book, “let us

not put the cart before the horse by deciding, antecedent to inquiry, whether or not miracles

exist… let us agree that they should neither be fostered nor dismissed, but rather that they

should be approached in a rigorous, yet fair, manner---an investigative manner… The

investigator begins by adopting a critical attitude toward the data he encounters… The

investigation continues by following some accepted precepts. One is that the burden of proof

lies on the asserter of fact… Another accepted precept … is expressed by the maxim that

‘extraordinary claims require extraordinary proof.’ … Still another valuable precept is the

principle known as ‘Occam’s Razor’… In addition, the investigator must be wary of a number of



human limitations that can affect witnesses and belie a correct determination in a case. These

include tricks of memory, the problems of perception, faulty reasoning, and similar factors.” (Pg.

12-13)He continues, “If the lapse of only a few months or years can so remarkably distort

reported events, how much more potential is there for error in records that have filtered down

from antiquity… Similar problems arise when we look at accounts of the miracles of Jesus… A

complete critical look at biblical miracles lies beyond the scope of this book… It is the intent of

this study, rather, to look at modern ‘miracles’---those which, by being more recent, can more

successfully be investigated… the main focus will always be on the question of whether or not

miraculous events are part of the reality of today’s world… In brief, we will look behind a myriad

of claims of the miraculous … ranging from the philosophically challenging to the literally life-

and-death aspects of faith healing.” (Pg. 16-17)He observes of the Shroud of Turin, “evidence

against authenticity is found in the ‘blood’ flows… they are decidedly ‘picturelike,’ consistent

with an artist’s rendering. Dr. Michael baden, a distinguished pathologist, pointed out that the

‘blood’ had failed to mat the hair and instead flowed in rivulets on the outside of the locks.

Another problem is that DRIED blood, as on the arms, should not have transferred to the cloth

at all. Moreover, the stains are suspiciously still red, unlike real blood that blackens over time.

Anatomical details represent another category of flaws. For instance, the imprint of one leg

shows it to be outstretched rather than bent at the knew as it would have to have been to

produce the bloody footprint… In addition, the hair hangs down on either side of the face as if

the figure were standing rather than reclining.” (Pg. 26)Of ‘weeping’ icons, he notes, “James

Randi describes how Mazola oil was the secret ingredient for a fake ‘weeping’ stained glass

window at a New Orleans church in 1989. Placed on the window early in the morning, the oil

suspends on the glass, blending with its hues. As the sun rises during Mass, the oil begins to

glimmer, as if the glass had begun to weep. Then, as the glass becomes warm, the oil starts to

trickle down the window.” (Pg. 56)Of the supposed ‘incorruptible’ bodies of some buried saints,

he states, “it would take an autopsy by independent authorities to determine whether … St.

Bernadette had been given injections of embalming fluid. But in any event… when the body

was first exhumed, thirty years after St. Bernadette’s death, it was found ‘emaciated,’ and ten

years later the face had to be covered with a wax mask. This explains the lifelike appearance of

the saints who appear in close-up photos.” (Pg. 92)Of snake-handling Pentecostalists who

drink poison, he comments, “it is interesting that… strychnine-drinking Pentecostals… [were]

ostensibly sipping the poison before handling snakes. It is interesting because the

administration of strychnine has been advocated to treat certain physiological effects resulting

from a snake bit. It would appear that a healthy person could sip a small amount of a diluted

solution of strychnine without serious harm, and that, in the event of a snake bite, the presence

of the substance in the body could actually have a beneficial effect.” (Pg. 122)Of Bernadette of

Lourdes fame, he says, “Bernadette returned to the grotto on the Feast of the Annunciation…

whereupon, she claimed, the figure identified herself, stating, ‘I am the Immaculate

Conception.’ This was only four years after the doctrine of Mary’s Immaculate Conception

became an official, obligatory dogma of the Catholic Church. It is often argued that Bernadette

would have known nothing of this, but in fact, ‘by 1854 this was already a very popular doctrine,

supported and advanced by many prophecies, apparitions, cures, devotional cults, and pious

tracts.’” (Pg. 148)Of Medjugorje, he states, “The children also claim to have received certain

‘secrets’---the receipt of ten of which supposedly reduced the frequency of visions from daily to

infrequent. By 1991---when civil war in Yugoslavia all but ended the events---most of the

children had stopped having daily visions and had begun to make lives for themselves,

although ‘new visionaries’ had reportedly ‘sprung up’ in the village.” (Pg. 188)He continues,



“Although an additional basis for distrusting the authenticity of the Blessed Virgin’s messages---

incompatibility with Catholic theology---will be more convincing to Catholics than to non-

Catholics, even the latter may appreciate the concern. After all, if long-standing Catholic

teachings were in error, it would seem odd for the Virgin to choose such a late date to make

that clear. One such point is the Virgin’s statement to the effect that all religions are equal.

Even one defender of the Medjugorje messages admits that the words seem potentially

troubling, ‘since they suggest the indifferentism which makes no distinction between Christ as

the prophet Muhammad.’” (Pg. 190-191)He concludes, “As such reports demonstrate, around

the world miraculous claims persist, and outright miracle-mongering continues to attract the

ignorant and superstitious. It has ever been so, of course, but we may hope that, eventually, the

situation will improve. Perhaps this offering will enhance the possibility by making people more

aware of how easy it is to be deceived---not only by pious frauds but by their own wish-fulfilling

natures.” (Pg. 243)This book will be “must reading” for those investigating claims of such

modern “miracles.””

Jean E. Pouliot, “A mixed bag of phonies and the piously gullible. The good news about the

book is that it assembles a wealth on information about the unseen side of what many call

miracles -- incorruptible bodies, miraculous apparitions, and medically-inexplicable cures, and

so on. He is very clear and convincing that much (if not all) of this material is either phony, or is

a misinterpretation by credulous people hungry to get close to the divine. Incorruptibles --

saints who bodies do not decay -- are often no such thing. Saints who may have seemed to

defy decay for awhile are no sheathed in obscuring robes and have had their skeletized

features replaced with wax masks. Apparitions (the Marian apparition at Garabandal is a

notorious example) feature sleight of hand tricks to fool believers -- a girl runs out of a meeting

and lo! a communion wafer is found on her tongue! People "cured" of a disease are trumpeted

as proof of the divine touch, only to ie of the very same disease months later.There are times

when Joe takes his arguments too far. He does not find fakery on the part of the recipient of the

apparition of La Sallette, but is upset that other pious layfolk use the occasion for making a

buck or to persecute doubters. While Joe has found a way to duplicate many of the features of

the Shroud of Turin, he stretches credulity himself by claiming that it shares features with

similar images. Part of the problem is that he offers so few pictures in the book. We are asked

to believe Joe as he tells us not to believe the miracle peddlers.The pious (especially

Catholics) come in for plenty of critics. Of course, we are heir to many pious if not outright

superstitious traditions from the pre-modern period. From Marian apparitions to self-flagellants

to incorruptibles to medical miracles to Padre Pio's bilocations, we have been inundated by the

miraculous from an early age. Joe's book brought me some of my first experiences with

contemporary reports of these phenomena. There is no question that much of this activity is

self-serving -- attempting to persuade Catholics that theirs is the true faith. But Joe sometimes

misses the point theologically by assuming that way a divinity ould act, and ten comparing

events to this self-imagined benchmark. It may seem silly for Jesus to allow his face to be seen

in the humble lines of a spaghetti ad; is it less silly for him to have born in a humble manger? A

God who incarnates can most certainly show himself wherever and however he chooses. Let

the smarties scoff and the humble be glad.Still, I liked the book and found it valuable. Better to

be on the lookout for the self-serving and the venal than to assume that very pious event is a

message from God.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Looking For a Miracle. Definitely one of the best of Joe Nickell' books and



I've read a few already. I think this one is better written than his 2013's Science of Miracles. I

was much more satisfied with this book. More sceptical books like this on this topic are needed.”

The book by Joe Nickell has a rating of  5 out of 4.0. 23 people have provided feedback.
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